CHAPTER IX
THE  MINISTER AND POLAND'S
POLICY
COLONEL BECK WAS now firmly installed in the Polish
Foreign Office. His telephones and telegraph wires
connected him with every important part of the known
world. He had to his hands a skilled and devoted army
of envoys who made him aware of all the unexpected
and often startling events which frequently gave a new
turn to the history of the world. How would he use
these great powers which had been committed to his
charge ? A Foreign Secretary of any important European
country has obviously in his hands the power of peace
or war. He can have his country surrounded by its
friends or overwhelmed in danger and defeat. The
world is now smaller than it has ever been because of the
very extended means of communication which are now
at the disposal of its peoples. What is the concern of
one nation easily becomes the concern of all the other
nations, so that the Foreign Minister of one nation
quickly becomes the arbiter of peace of all the rest.
The new Polish Minister was very modest as to his
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